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Rod Bugg (1946, Watford) is renowned for his understated yet striking ceramic assemblages. He has been showing work at De Witte Voet Galerie for over two decades and there is a definite sense of continuity in his recent work.  His straight-edged terracotta slabs often fit together like a simple jigsaw, but these segments have a quiet profundity quite unlike children’s games. Each piece is constructed with attention to the space surrounding it, which suggests something ‘safe’ about the way the rectangular or L-shaped sculptures fit together.  This is contradicted, however, by the smoke blackened surface hues, which give a more sombre aspect to the arrangements.  It seems that Bugg finds his motives in the relationship between private and public spaces and following his intuition he seeks and finds symmetries rarely noticed in everyday life. His careful sequencing of thoughtful observations in a series reveals the innate beauty embedded in fire hardened objects such as bricks and roof tiles. He invites us to look beyond the intentional art object to architectural elements, such as the paving slabs found in builder’s yards.  Despite this, the titles of the work are unexpected; they often refer to the patches in sails, to the ordinary histories of domestic linen and to Enkhuizen, a small town on the Dutch coast. Bugg also seems to makes solid the four elements of fire, earth, water and air in three dimensions and there are other revelations, as in the marbled effect of having mixed different clays together. Combined with the surprising process of Raku firing, other ‘Sail Fragments’ have become charcoal black, as if they have been dipped into a pit of fire, but Bugg also softens the rough, earthenware surface of some pieces with a milky white glaze, thereby picking up references to other artefacts.  

What is distinctive about his work is that it seems to offer a temporary respite from being preoccupied.   At first glance, each piece seems unspectacular, yet their composure, carefully considered positioning and rich, earth colours reflect a variety of associations. They invite us to attend to the causal connections in everyday life as well as the processes that enable objects to acquire the illusion of permanence in an uncertain world. 

Book Launch and opening: Saturday 31st March 16.00 to 18.00

‘In Parallel: Sculpture and Drawing’, presentation of an illustrated publication with essay by Geoff Quilley and an interview with the artist William Furlong, editor of Audio Arts.

Talk: Sunday 1st April at 15.00

As part of Kunst10daagse: ‘Senses in Parallel’
Rod Bugg in Conversation with Dr Geoff Quilley

Curator of Fine Art, National Maritime Museum, Greenwich, London

and Professor Eileen Hogan, University of the Arts London
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